
I am a habitual
ticket-splitter who
is not registered
with any party.  I
am also a Vietnam
veteran who served
with the 101st
Airborne Division
and won a Combat
Infantry Badge and a
Bronze Star.  I
teach a course on
the war at DePaul
University, where I
am a tenured
professor.

Sinclair
Broadcasting's
decision to force
their stations to
air an anti-Kerry
documentary, or any
kind of political ad
posing as a
documentary, just
days before the
election, is a clear
example of the
dangers of media
consolidation.

Sinclair uses the
public airwaves free
of charge.  In
return, it is 
obligated by law to
serve the public
interest. But when
large companies
aligned with the
party in power
control the
airwaves, we get a
product that is
profit-oriented and
slanted toward a
national political
campaign that has
enough money to buy
all the commercials
it desires.  In this
way we, the people,
lose local
programing in which
viewers see real
people from our own
communities and
substantive news
about issues that
matter locally.

Sinclair's actions
show why we need to
strengthen media



ownership rules, not
weaken them. They
show why the license
renewal process
needs to involve
more than a returned
postcard. Thank you.


